
Dec 10, 2007 Dec 15, 2007 Jan 5, 2008 Jan 10, 2008 Jan 15, 2008

HERMAN GENTRY
Progression from Immobility to Independent Living 

Dec 10, 2007

Able to sit on 
edge of bed.

Dec 10, 2007

Central Line Removed

Dec 13, 2007

"I've been laying 
around so long.  
I want to get 
moving."

Dec 13, 2007

"Trach 
Removed, 
Breathing Room 
Air"

Dec 13, 2007

Foley Catheter & 
Rectal Tube 
Removed

Dec 14, 2007

Feeding Tube Removed

Dec 15, 2007

"Patient up in a 'cadillac chair'.  
Beginning to self feed".

Dec 16, 2007

Aspen Collar Removed

Dec 17, 2007

Sit to Stand 
using 
Arjo Sling

Dec 20, 2007

"I wish I could get to a 
commode - that would be 
heaven."

Jan 7, 2008

"I haven't walked since 
surgery.  Did well."

Jan 11, 2008

3 reps of ambulation 
total of 15 minutes

Jan 15, 2008

Moving well with 
ambulation 5 
reps total of 25 
minutes



Jan 15, 2008 Jan 20, 2008 Jan 25, 2008 Feb 1, 2008

HERMAN GENTRY
Progression from Immobility to Independent Living 

Jan 16, 2008

Non-weight bearing

Jan 25, 2008

" I really want to get out 
of bed."

Jan 26, 2008

Compression Garments Prescribed

Jan 26, 2008

Rolling Walker 
Prescribed

Jan 28, 2008

Total of 60 minutes 
of ambulation

Jan 31, 2008

Wheelchair & Cane Prescribed

Feb 3, 2008

Trial at 
going up 
and 
down 
stairs 
6 steps



Assistive Devices/Orthopedic Equipment 



Assistive Devices/Orthopedic Equipment 



Assistive Devices/Orthopedic Equipment 



Assistive Devices/Orthopedic Equipment 



Assistive Devices/Orthopedic Equipment 



Assistive Devices/Orthopedic Equipment 



Assistive Devices/Orthopedic Equipment 



Assistive Devices/Orthopedic Equipment 



Left hand glove 



Right hand glove 



Arm wrap 



Pressure 
Garments 



Pressure 
Garments 
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UVA Medical Center 11/10/07 – 02/04/08 
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November 2007 
 Sun                  Mon                    Tues                  Wed                  Thurs                Fri                
Sat 
 

IV therapy Surgery Wound Care 
Central / 
Arterial Line 
Insertion 

1 unit of 
Blood 
Product 

Blood 
Culture 

Patient –
Controlled 
Anesthesia 

Finger Prick 
for Blood 

Sugar 
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December 2007 
        Sun              Mon                    Tues                 Wed                Thurs                 Fri                      
Sat 

IV therapy Surgery Wound Care 
Central / 
Arterial Line 
Insertion 

1 unit of 
Blood 
Product 

Blood 
Culture 

Patient –
Controlled 
Anesthesia 

Finger Prick 
for Blood 

Sugar 
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January 2008 
       Sun               Mon                 Tues                   Wed                Thurs                     Fri                 
Sat 

IV therapy Surgery Wound Care 
Central / 
Arterial Line 
Insertion 

1 unit of 
Blood 
Product 

Blood 
Culture 

Patient –
Controlled 
Anesthesia 

Finger Prick 
for Blood 

Sugar 
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February 2008 
    Sun                  Mon                    Tues                       Wed          Thurs               Fri                      
Sat 

IV therapy Surgery Wound Care 
Central / 
Arterial Line 
Insertion 

1 unit of 
Blood 
Product 

Blood 
Culture 

Patient –
Controlled 
Anesthesia 

Finger Prick 
for Blood 

Sugar 
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Herman Gentry’s Injury Related Medical Treatment Intervention Days 
Data through March 2009 
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     Hospital – 87 Days 

     Inpatient Rehab – 30 Days 

     Office Visits – 14 Days 
     Total medical intervention days – 131 Days 

131 
Days 



Exacerbation of Diabetes Mellitus 

Necessitating Lifelong Use of Insulin 

 
(Before the Explosion, Mr. 
Gentry’s Diabetic condition 
was well controlled and 
insulin injections were not 
necessary) 
 



Major Complications of Injuries 



Development of Acalculous Cholecystitis 

Resulted in the removal of his gall bladder 

Acute acalculous cholecystitis (AAC) particularly affects patients who 
have undergone recent trauma or major surgical operations  

Can J Surg. 1985 Nov;28(6):529-33 



“…the gallbladder was 
basically completely 
gangrenous…Essentially, 
the whole gallbladder was 
dead.  It was falling apart 
on our hands.” 
 
Charles M. Friel, M.D. 
Operative Report  
January 4, 2008 



Suicidal Ideations 
 “I was called to see patient for 
agitation and previous thoughts of 
‘not wanting to live anymore.’  
The patient appears to have had 
hallucinating thoughts of bank 
robbers and thoughts of thievery at 
2 am - previously patient had been 
seen and evaluated for a report to 
nurse (where he stated) ‘just kill 
me now’.” 
 
UVA Dept. Of Plastic Surgery 
December 11th, 2007 
 

“just kill me now” 



Future Complications 

An unstable scar is one where, 
for any reason, there is frequent 
loss of covering of skin over the 

scar.  These scars can be 
injured by minimal trauma.  A 
cycle of breakdown and re-
healing is common, and can 
lead to a form of malignant 

skin cancer.  

“There is also scarring of the 
left ankle, which appears to be 

unstable as well.” 
 

--Raymond Morgan, M.D. 
May 25th, 2010 



§8.01-419. Table of Life Expectancy 

Herman is 63 years old.  He 
has 18.2 more years to live in 
pain every day 

That’s 6,643 days of pain 



How long is 18 Years?  Look back to 1992 

George Bush– President 

Dan Quayle – Vice President 

Court clears Exxon Valdez skipper  

Four police officers indicted in Rodney King beating  

Johnny Carson hosts The Tonight Show for the last time.  

Academy Award, Best Picture: The Silence of the Lambs  

 
 
 
 
 



Chronic Pain 



Chronic Pain 



Chronic Pain 



Chronic Pain 



Pain Equilibration  

James O'Donnell PharmD  
MS FCP ABCP CNS FACN  

Diplomate-American Board of Clinical Pharmacology 
 

July 19, 2010 Report 



During the period of 11/10/07 though 
2/4/08, Mr. Gentry received sufficient 
strong opiate analgesic medication to relieve 
the pain of: 

1245 heart attacks 

2490 to 4980 hours 
of severe obstetrical 

labor pain 



The chronic medication used in the 28 
months since the discharge from UVa 
(16,800 hydocodone equivalents) is 

sufficient to have relieved the pain of  

3360 Dental Molar Extractions (DME) 



Herman before the explosion 



Herman before the explosion 



Herman before the explosion 



Herman before the explosion 



Damages 
Any bodily injuries he sustained and their effect on his 
health according to their degree and probable duration 



Damages 
Any physical pain he suffered in the past 



Damages 
Any mental anguish he suffered in the past 



Mr. Gentry Did Not . . .  



Walk  
 

for 47 Days 



Talk 
 

For 32 Days 



Breathe normally 
  

for 36 Days 



Have a normal bowel 
movement  

 
for 34 Days 



Urinate in a toilet  
 

for 34 Days 



Eat without a Tube 
 

for 50 Days 


